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over his eyes and ears by a blow of the fist. Emperor
William, who is somewhat fond of rough horse-play, used
to delight in this form of amusement, and on the first New
Year's eve after his accession to the throne, he sallied
forth with Augustus Eulenburg in search of adventures.
Catching sight of a portly citizen of mature years walking
along under the shadows of the trees that line the magnifi-
cent avenue known as "Unter den Linden/' he immedi-
ately proceeded to crush the high silk hat which the man
wore by a tremendous blow from his imperial fist ! He
was unable, however, to refrain from a cry of pain, and
his companion the count, on seeing that his sovereign's
hand was drenched with blood, at once summoned the two
detectives who were following discreetly in the rear, and
caused them to arrest the citizen. The man on being
searched at the palace police station, was found to be a
merchant of high standing, who, determined to get even
with the practical jokers from whose brutality he himself
had suffered on previous New Year's eves, had devised
a sort of thick leather hat-lining, armed with long and
sharp prongs, pointed outward like the quills of a porcu-
pine. The emperor, on smashing the hat, naturally had
his hand dreadfully lacerated. The citizen was kept under
arrest for twenty-four hours, during which the question
was discussed as to whether he should be prosecuted and
punished for inflicting personal injury upon the sovereign,
or not. Finally, William himself, with that good sense
which so often characterizes him, gave orders for his liber-
ation, on the ground that he could not possibly have
dreamt that he would be bonneted by his sovereign,
that he was, therefore, quite innocent of any intention to
inflict injury upon the person of the emperor, and that he,
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